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THE BIG ONE

He was the janging guitar hero in one of
music’s most iconic “families” of the 80s,
The Smiths. Now, at 45, Johnny Marr
has got himself three new brothers.

Johnny is now officially part of Wakefield band The
Cribs, comprising Jarman twins Ryan and Gary, and
younger brother Ross. 

The guitarist said: “The boys gave me a phoney
Oscar for Best Brother when we were in Hollywood. I
keep it next to some other awards that I have.” 

Johnny, who divides his time between Manchester
and Portland, Oregon, met Ryan Jarman at a 
barbecue in America and something just clicked.
Originally they got together for a short EP, but soon
enough they were a band.

He explained: “Before we knew it, we had the first
track on the album – We Were Aborted. We got
together every day. It was kind of like what happens
when you are a kid. You get together because you like
the same things, you’ve something in common, you
hope you get along and you do, you have fun, so you
keep going back. 

“That’s the most genuine, sincere and natural way
to do it – you can’t plan these things. So much of it is
about chemistry, you need that. 

“When you play in a room together or on a stage
and you’re in an airport when you’ve only had three
hours sleep –- you may kill each other if you don’t get
on.” 

Before he even knew The Cribs personally, Johnny,
who composed some of the most memorable guitar
riffs in history, saw something more in the band than
their often portrayed image of shambolic punk,
stage diving and hi-jinks. 

Once together, their shared vision of what it’s like
to be a northern man cemented the four-piece.
Songs such as Save All Your Secrets with its 
unmistakable Marr riffs, from album Ignore The
Ignorant, show a surprising tenderness which mixes
easily with the high-octane toughness and Smiths-
like finger-tinkering guitar of We Are Aborted.

Johnny said: “That mixture is what we are like and
we’ve got that in common as individuals, that’s the
way we are as people. It’s too easy to generalise and
reduce bands to a stereotype. 

“I saw from the path that the Cribs were on that
they were supposed to be a bratty kind of shambles,
but I never thought there was just that one 
dimension to them. 

“When I first heard them, I felt like there was a 
connection there because they were people like me.
I’m pleased that that side of them has come out. 

“When I first met Gary, one of the things we had in
common was the idea of the northern man. Take an
Ian Curtis or The Smiths or Gary and Ryan – they are
all in sort of tough, punk rock groups but it’s not like a
testosterone fest. Growing up as guys in the north is
one of the reasons you get in a band.” 

He views surroundings paramount to inducing
creativity, with parallels between Manchester and
Portland. 

He said: “Because I’m between the two places, you
get to kind of move around like a ghost and I like that.
They are similar places. Portland has a thriving
music scene, The Shins, Modest Mouse and M Ward
are there. It’s a good place to be creative. 

“A lot of bands are coming out of Portland and
maybe for the same reason – it kind of rains a lot.
Americans complain about it but, for me, as long as I
get a bit of blue sky in a certain part of the day I’m fine.

“The place does affect what you do. I lived in
Manchester and London but I always ended up 
coming back to Manchester to write and when I
went to LA, I got out of there fast and went to
Portland.”

But even though the places are similar and Johnny
became part of Portland band Modest Mouse, he’s
aware of the unique sounds that often comes from
British indie bands – and it’s something he’s found
with The Cribs. 

He said: “I like our song Ignore The Ignorant. I
think that’s a slyly powerful song. It couldn’t have
been done by an American band. You have to come
from the UK to make music like that. I think we
nailed something there by accident.”

Nailing a live performance comes naturally to The
Cribs – their gigs are renowned for being sweaty,
shouty and scarily unpredictable. It’s something
Johnny’s previous bands such as Modest Mouse and
The Smiths share – the ability to easily whip a crowd
into a frenzy.

Johnny said: “A really good band has got to have
that chemistry on stage. Whenever I’ve actually
joined a band – although with Electronic (with
Bernard Sumner) we never really considered 
ourselves a band – but groups like Modest Mouse,
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