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Being part of a band means
everything to Paramore
frontwoman Hayley Williams –
but she also admits it’s not easy.

They started out as school pals hanging out in
Franklin, Tennessee, and now they are about to
embark on their biggest UK tour, which begins
at Glasgow’s SECC on Thursday, December 10
– a gig which sold out in minutes.

But it’s been a fight to get there. The band
– Hayley, guitarist Josh Farro, his drumming
brother Zac, bassist Jeremy Davis and now
official new addition, guitarist Taylor York
– formed while still at school in 2004.

Four years and two albums later, amid split
rumours, the band cancelled a UK tour. They
remained in the US, toured, went home to lick
their wounds and when they eventually sat down
to work on their third album Brand New Eyes,
things were just not right.

Still only 20 and sounding wise beyond her
years, Hayley finally opened her heart to
7Nights, explaining what went on behind the
scenes when it looked as though the band
were falling apart.

She said: “Even after we cancelled the UK
tour, we toured during the whole of 2008. You are
playing, talking to fans, doing interviews, doing
tonnes of things as a group, and don’t necessarily
need to be friends to do those things. But we don’t
want to fake it. After touring, we spent a month
at home ‘healing’. 

“We didn’t need time apart, we just needed
time to be friends. We weren’t able to get that until
we wrote this record. When we got together there
was a really weird, awkward tension. We hadn’t
sorted out what was wrong, or given ourselves
any time to hang out as friends.We were like
business partners. 

“It sucked and I felt like a loser in my own band.
To me, being in a band is like being part of a gang –
an us-against-the-world kind of thing. I felt things
were caving in on top of me and I was by myself.“

Hayley poured out her feelings in her lyrics
and the song Ignorance was the turning point.

She said: “I think things started to take shape
when we wrote Ignorance because that was the
first song where I really said everything I felt.

“It’s not that I care what people think of me but
I want to make people feel good. I am a really
positive person but when I have my own time to
sit and write, I start to vent and say how I feel. 

“I wrote all those lyrics and sang them to the
guys. It sucked for them to hear this unpolished,
raw bitterness. They were like, ‘You feel this way
about us, are we not friends anymore?’ But
somewhere, through the tension, it turned into
something really great. Two hours after showing
them the lyrics, we had a heart-to-heart and it got
better. It was awkward at first but we knew it was
going to fix us.”

It has made them stronger and there has been a
lot of growing up, both as a band and individually.

Hayley said: “As a band, we are stronger. Being a
band is like being part of a dysfunctional family.
You live on top of each other, agree or disagree
and compromise. For a long time, we were just
such good friends.  We are five completely

different people who are a part of something and
make it what it is.That was part of growing up for
us – realising that in order for it to work, it’s going
to suck sometimes.”

So Paramore have proved they can come
through difficult times, but did it ever feel like
they were going to call it a day? Fans were terrified
the band were imploding but were reassured it
would not happen. But Hayley admits there were
moments when she thought it was all over.

She added: “In hindsight I’m like, ‘No, we were

never going to quit’, but I’m sure there were
moments where we were all like, ‘Is this going to
last? Am I going to be flipping burgers in a year?’

“Maybe there were moments where it felt like
it would be easier to just give it up. I didn’t know
what was going to happen while I was in it, but in
the back of my head I knew that, no matter what,
we started this band because we are friends and
we love music. Why would we let anything mess
that up?”

Being the only girl in the band and a striking

frontwoman has often lead to comparisons with
Gwen Stefani, who eventually carved out a
successful solo career away from No Doubt, who
Paramore have toured with.

It was widely speculated that concerns over
Hayley doing the same thing were the source of
many of the problems within the band, with
rumours of jealousy from the guys over her
ever-growing role as the band’s figurehead. But,
just now, Hayley can’t see herself following in
Gwen’s footsteps. 
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