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2 THE BIG ONE

BY AVRIL CADDENYou get the feeling that
not many people know the
real Tori Amos – after all,
she seems to change
chameleon-like with each
of her albums.

For example, the flame-haired
songstress was Scarlet in the album
Scarlet’s Walk to tell the story of the native
Americans, a subject close to her heart, as
she is part Cherokee. Her American Doll
Posse album was a reaction to the Bush
administration.

However, for her 10th album Abnormally
Attracted To Sin, which she has been 
touring in the States, Tori dealt with the
darker themes of power, relationships and
thoughts of suicide. But this time there
were no dolls, no posse and no alter-egos.

Well-known for her hit Professional
Widow, which was remixed so memorably
in 1996 by Armand val Helden, Tori is 
currently writing her as yet-untitled 11th 
studio album, before embarking on a tour
of the UK which brings her to Glasgow on
September 8.

On her latest album, the 46-year-old
singer, who lives in Cornwall with British-
born husband Mark Hawley and their eight-
year-old daughter Natashya, says she was
simply reacting to events around the world.

Tori said: “I was writing Abnormally
Attracted To Sin when I was out on The
American Doll Posse tour and things were
beginning to break down around the world.
I guess it isn’t a concept record, it’s just a
woman with red hair singing these songs.

“It just happened that way.Ithink what is
happening in the world guides the work.
When I wrote Scarlet’s Walk it was important
to take a journey across the US, which had
already been invaded before9/11, because a
lot of Americans were fixated on the fact that
9/11 had been the first invasion on the main-
land. We as Americans needed to remember
that and it’snot taught in the schools.

“Sometimes I do take on a persona in
order to tell a story but all the songs really
come from personal experience, even on
American Doll Posse.”

During her recent US tour Tori witnessed
the results of the downturn in the economy
and while the experience led her to release a
more stripped-down album, it also had an
influence on her upcoming tour.

She explains: “I think we needed a change
of administration, there’s no question about
that. I’ve toured the States and lots of 
people have lost their jobs but we are only

now feeling the effect of decisions which
were made years ago.

“I’ve never experienced such an
unknowing from one day to the next, so I’ve
tried with the band and the crew to develop
a show where people leave feeling as if they
have more energy. I made a pact with
myself that the shows would be incredibly
grounding and joyous.

“Although the show takes you through
dark places, I felt that the work needed to
reflect the tough times, but also to help
people see that in these instances they can
find their strengths and be able to prioritise
what is really important, and not to be
afraid of life changes.”

The album’s title Abnormally Attracted
To Sin comes from a line in the musical
Guys And Dolls and Tori explains that 
figuring out who you
are attracted to and
why tells you a lot
about yourself. The
song Ophelia speaks of
women stuck in the
well-worn pattern of
continually attracting
the wrong men.

She explains: “As I
was doing the research
for this, I found that
women would be
attracted to a guy who
didn’t respect them and
would want to have
power over them by
withholding praise or
support, and yet the women would keep
going back to them time and time again.”

Tackling the theme of power in a world
where familiar structures are breaking
down, Tori is concerned at how much
power gets abused.

She said: “People that need to have
power over other people are just abusing
their authority.They are not powerful 
people, truly powerful people are people
who don’t need to take something from
another person because they can generate
it themselves within themselves.

“This is not about money, this is about
something that can’t be taken from you.
You can’t lose it in the bank or on the stock
market. It’s taken me years to really value
and redefine what is a powerful person and
be attracted to those women and men,
instead of being drawn to people who can
have power over you if you let them. Also,
because they are negative you try to please
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