
>4

Brief Read>

Doves: W

 Manchester trio 
release their

Greatest Hits, 
play RockNess 
then take break 
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WIN

BDV- E370 
CINEMA 
SYSTEM

DVDs will play on this 
top of the range 
player. DVDs also will 
be scaled-up to give 
near Blu-ray quality 
pictures with  
Precision Cinema 
HD Upscale  
technology.

And scratched or 
bent discs won’t go 
to waste either with 
Precision Drive™ 
technology, which 
will help discs play 
exactly as they were 
intended.  
For more information 
go to www.sony.co.
uk or call 08705 111 
999. How to enter: 
Correctly answer this 
question:

 
then call 0904 026 
0154 and follow 
instructions OR text 
DRCOMP01  
followed by a space, 
your answer, name, 
house number, and 
postcode to 84080.  

Terms and Conditions:  
Competition closes at 
noon on May 3, 2010.  BT 
landline calls cost 60p/
min for two minutes max. 
Calls from other networks 
may be higher.  Texts cost 
£1.50 each plus std net-
work rate.  Open to UK 
residents aged 18 and 
over.  The Editor’s deci-
sion is final.  Std Daily 
Record rules apply.

IMPRESS 
friends and 
family with 
this premium 
model from 
Sony.

We are giving two 
lucky readers the 
chance to win the  
latest BDV-E370 
home cinema  
system from Sony 
and transform their 
entertainment.

Ideal to  
compliment the new 
BRAVIA range, the 
BDV-E370 home  
cinema system  
features the same  
technologies and 
Monolithic design as 
the S370 Blu-ray 
player, with the  
addition of  
surround sound 
speakers to fully 
immerse you into the 
movies. 

Incorporating 
BRAVIA Internet 
Video, the service 
lets viewers watch 
programmes via 
popular “catch-up” 
TV services, includ-
ing the BBC iplayer – 
making the 
unmissable,  
unmissable!

And the Sony  
partnership with 
LOVEFiLM® lets  
you watch streamed 
movies from your 
armchair.

If you’re a proud 
owner of a large DVD 
library, you won’t 
need to throw them 
away – both your 
Blu-ray discs and 

OU could be forgiven for 
thinking RockNess stars 
Doves were ready to flee 
the nest. Last year’s 

offering, Kingdom Of Rust, 
took four years to make and a 
lot of analysing and angst. 

Now they have wiped the slate clean, cleared the 
decks and released The Places Between: The Best Of 
Doves. It’s a culmination of their albums Lost Souls, The 
Last Broadcast, Some Cities and Kingdom Of Rust, 
spanning the band’s career so far.

Although there is no split, it is fair to say there will not 
be another Doves album from Jimi Goodwin and twins 
Jez and Andy Williams in the near future – and the next 
chapter will be a new start.

Jimi explained: “The Best Of was a weird thing really. 
We weren’t really thinking ‘it’s our time to do this’, it was 
sort of in the contract and there was also no talk of 
writing for a while. After Kingdom Of Rust, we really do 
need to recharge the batteries in that respect. 

“We just don’t want to do that whole sitting-round-
the-table-to-discuss-our-next-move kind of thing. 

“It’s nice just to have a bit of breathing space. We just 
wanted to get off that whole album-tour-album-tour 
treadmill. None of us are ready to face going into the 
studio for another two years. This is wiping the slate 
clean, we have nothing else in the vaults now. That is it. 
Whatever we do from now on will be a new start.”

Doves go back a long way. They were school pals from 
Wilmslow, Manchester, and they’ve been together as a 
band for 20 years. They started life as dance outfit Sub 
Sub at the height of the rave era, scoring a big hit with 
Ain’t No Love (Ain’t No Use) in 1993. 

Three years later on February 1996, on the twins’ 
birthday, their studio burned down.

 In true rising from the ashes fashion, they 
re-emerged in 1998 as Doves. But then, just as they were 
beginning to get some airplay, their manager Rob 
Gretton, who also managed Joy Division and New 
Order, died of a heart attack.

They are no strangers to tough times but Jimi 
admits he doesn’t like looking back and initially didn’t 
feel comfortable about going through their back 
catalogue to compile their collection.

He said: “I’m not a particularly nostagic person and I 
approached the whole Best Of thing with a bit of 
reticence. I was dreading the idea but it’s turned out 
better than I thought. 

“We really enjoyed looking back and compiling it and 
going back to the likes of Sulphur Man. It’s funny being 
forced to listen to your own stuff. I think a lot of bands 
will tell you they love the thrill of making it and playing 
it live but once it’s done, it’s done. 

“You should hopefully not have any regrets. I don’t sit 
there and think, ‘I wish I had made that bit louder’. 
You’ve got to let it go.”

One of Doves’ endearing qualites is their apparent 
ordinariness. You almost wouldn’t be surprised if they 
joined you at the bar for a pint after their gig. 

And instead of throwing their Best Of collection 
together without any care, the boys approached it in 
typical workmanlike fashion. It was important to 
include some new songs – there are three, Andalucia, 
Drifter and Blue Water –as well as some rarities, B-sides 
and unreleased tracks. It culminates in a special 
package of three CDs and 50 songs. 

Jimi said: “It was important for us to have some new 
songs. We wanted to make it worthwhile for our fans. 
We worked hard, we treated it like an album. It’s not in 
any chronological order, we spent weeks on the running 
order of the songs, trying to get the sound right.”

Ironically, it could be that mentality, the worry, the 
need for perfection, that now sees the band needing 
some time out. But there were also personal 
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City bhoy... Jimi, a keen Manchester City fan, loves striker Craig 
Bellamy, right, but also has a soft spot for Parkhead and Celtic
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bird-watching eye around the Peak District area where 
he lives.And another passion is football. He’ll no doubt 
have his eyes on the World Cup and he is also a life-long 
Manchester City supporter. 

He said: “We are armchair casual fans. I haven’t had 
the chance to go this season. I’m also not happy with the 
money aspect these days and the lack of moral fibre in 
most footballers. 

“But I’m glad the John Terry-Wayne Bridge thing has 
been put to bed a bit now, it ain’t cool. I’m blowing hot 
and cold with the whole culture but I want to see City do 
well, you can’t help yourself, although I’m also freaked 
out with the whole trying-to-buy-glory thing.”

One player that Jimi highlights is former Celtic player 
Craig Bellamy, now with Man City. 

He said: “He is a feisty player and he’s having a good 
run with us. Celtic is my default team. It’s the whole 
Irish Catholic background in me. There’s love in my 
heart for them for sure. We toured the ground once 
before we played the Barras years ago, it was mint.”

This tour – which includes a gig at Glasgow’s 02 
Academy on May 1and RockNess on June 13 –could be 
Doves’ swansong for the moment. And with no album 
to promote, they are just going to have fun.  

Jimi said: “We are just enjoying the fact that we can 
still get out and play this year. We have five records to get 
a set from. It’s a chance to get out this summer and just 
have some fun. I quite like the idea of not having an 
agenda for once.”

the band on Drifter.  Jimi said: “It started out as a weird 
duet but it didn’t end up flowing like that. I’d love to work 
with other people. We are all getting into doing things 
outside the band for a while. It’s just feeding my appetite 
again for music and trying out weird little projects. 

“There’s not going to be a solo album or anything like 
that, I just want to co-write with other people, friends, 
people I admire, I think we all do. 

“I’m kind of putting a list together of possible dream 
collaborations, just to recharge as a writer and as a 
musician, and bring it back to the Doves at some point. 
What you learn all feeds back to the day job.”

Will there be a dream team 
collaboration between 

mates, Elbow’s Guy Garvey and Jimi? 
Jimi told us: “Me and Guy have been talking about it 

endlessly for years. There are a couple of tracks that we 
have passed back and forwards to each other but it’s 
having the time. We keep trying to get our diaries 
together, who knows if it will ever get released. I’m just 
waiting to see what might happen.”

Jimi lives in the country with his partner and her two 
daughters and he can often be found roaming around 
the hills near his home with his binoculars. Although 
he says he’s not a serious twitcher, he likes to keep a 

admire the hell out of them and we are thrilled what has 
happened to them in the last couple of years. 

“But you know how it works, I think they maybe 
couldn’t have had another Northern band but whatever, 
we don’t mind.”

Jimi dispels any thought of splits or arguments within 
the band and in fact sometimes wishes they were more 
vocal with each other. 

He said: “We have discussions, don’t we? No one has 
thrown plates around the room. I wish we did 
sometimes. We just squabble and brood. 

“Sometimes I wish I there was a bit more animation, 

that ‘F*** you! Right I’m not 
coming back until you do this’. 
But we are nice, polite boys really.”

And although they seem to be on a break, Jimi is still 
writing. He revealed: “None of us will stop writing. I’m 
writing now, if you get an idea you put it down. There’s 
things that I have had for a few years that maybe weren’t 
right for Doves that I’m just making sense of now. 

“I’m enjoying writing with different hats on. I think 
we need to do this just to recharge the band. We are just 
stockpiling stuff for whatever it is we do next.”

It also seems that some collaborations are on the 
cards. Simon Aldred, aka Cherry Ghost, worked with 

circumstances within the band – Jimi’s father Francis 
died in December 2008 after a prolonged illness.  

Jimi said: “Life has a funny habit of getting in the way. 
It’s hard to concentrate sometimes. 

“Life and family have a nasty habit of knocking on 
your door and you can’t ignore them. But having that 
routine of being able to go into the studio got me 
through it. With Kingdom of Rust we had to release it for 
our own sanity. We were getting precious about it, 
analysing it from every angle, and finally we thought 
‘you know what, it’s ready and I think we’ve got it’.”

Although they might have over-analysed Kingdom 
Of Rust, many regarded the album as their finest piece 
of work. They missed out on the No1 album spot to Lady 
Gaga’s The Fame by an agonising four copies. The band 
were Mercury-nominated for their debut album Lost 

Souls in 2000 and again for The Last Broadcast in 2002. 
It was widely thought that last year they were 

going to “do an Elbow” – emulate their 
Northern pals and finally win the Mercury 
Prize – but surprisingly, the album didn’t 
even make the nomination list.

Jimi said: “ Obviously our ears were out 
when it was being announced, but 

without sounding dead cynical, I don’t 
think we would have got an 
nomination because Elbow won it the 

year before. We have close links with 
them from a friend perspective. We 

on the door and you can’t ignore them
Life and family have a habit of knocking 
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