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successful. He played for Queen's Park and
was in a team in the 1920s that won promotion
to the then old FirstDivision.
• The only son who wasn't encouraged to play
was Robert Kelly.As a young boy he had been
run over by a tram inBlantyre and suffered an
injury to his arm. His protective father wanted
to keep him away from the rigours of the
football pitch, and instead decided his destiny
would be to follow him on to the Celtic Board.

The effect of Frank's death is not lost on
Kevin, and its change to the path of the Celtic
dynasty. He wonders how the club might have
been different had the younger son, Robert, not
been handed the baton.
~'Who knows what would have happened

had Uncle Frank been made chairman," said
Kevin. 'We might not have had the youth
policy that Uncle Bob pushed through, even
though we weren't winning games and the
fans were against him..

"These players were all from a 30-mile radius
of Celtic Park. They grew up together, and
formed the same team that went on to win the
European Cup.

"Uncle Bob was fearless, he would take on
anybody if he thought it was the right thing to
do. Football was his life. Celtic was his life. He
had no children of his own. The Club was his
family and he devoted his life to Celtic Football
Club."

And it was Kevin who took over the Kelly
seat on the board on the death of Sir Robert
Kelly in 1971. He was later chairman between
1991-94 before FerguS McCann took over
Celtic, saving the club from going out of
business.
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