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say I didn’t have a favourite concerto but 
Beethoven is my favourite composer and 
this is one of my favourite pieces. SSO were 
the orchestra for the finals when I won the 
Young Musician Of The Year and that is a 
day I will never forget.”Since winning the title, Nicola has grown up in the public glare but remains 

bemused by the interest in her and you’re 
not likely to see her posing in a wet t-shirt 
like fellow violinist Vanessa Mae.She said: “I’m not terribly interested in 

that part of it. I play the violin, I am serious 
about people getting to know classical 
music and music education and if I get that 
message across then it is worth it. Any 
strange requests get filtered before they get 
to me. We don’t waste time talking about 
things I am not going to do.”Nicola showed the same bemusement 

when pictures of her with her boyfriend, 
award-winning German cellist Leonard 
Elschenbroich, 24, were all over the media 
recently. 

They met when they were both students 
at the Yehudi Menuhin School in London.

She said: “My mum and dad told me 
and we had a laugh. I’m 23, isn’t that quite normal? It’s fine if people want to 

write about it but I’d rather they were talking about more serious things. It’s not 
like I was trying to keep it a secret, we’ve 
been together for a while and I don’t see 
what there is to be interested in, especially 
as it is such a settled, normal thing.”Nicola practises for around five to six 
hours a day and squeezes in another two 
hours while running around. And although she doesn’t understand the interest in her personal life, she obviously draws a lot of support from having a boyfriend who is just as hard-
working 

NEW STRING 
TO MY BOW

THE BIG ONE2

■ SUNDAY MAIL NOVEMBER 28, 2010

strange requests get filtered before they get 

strange requests get filtered before they get 
to me. We don’t waste time talking about 

to me. We don’t waste time talking about 
things I am not going to do.”
things I am not going to do.”

when pictures of her with her boyfriend, 

when pictures of her with her boyfriend, 
award-winning German cellist Leonard 

award-winning German cellist Leonard 
Elschenbroich, 24, were all over the media 

Elschenbroich, 24, were all over the media 
recently. recently. 

at the Yehudi Menuhin School in London.

at the Yehudi Menuhin School in London.and we had a laugh. I’m 23, isn’t that quite normal? It’s fine if people want to 
write about it but I’d rather they were 

write about it but I’d rather they were talking about more serious things. It’s not 
like I was trying to keep it a secret, we’ve 
been together for a while and I don’t see 
what there is to be interested in, especially 
as it is such a settled, normal thing.”Nicola practises for around five to six 
hours a day and squeezes in another two 
hours while running around. And although she doesn’t understand the interest in her personal life, she obviously draws a lot of support from having a boyfriend who is just as hard-
working working 

NOVEMBER 28, 2010

projects now have 300 children from five to 
10 years old all learning instruments. I’m 
basically the big sister but involved in a very 
hands-on masterclass teaching role, which 
I aim to do every six weeks and, on top of 
that, a more loose advisory role. I have  
huge ambitions for Scotland’s future, 
where music and education go hand in 
hand. 

“Venezuela have around 3500 children 
playing classical music and producing 
some of the best orchestras in the world. It’s 
been around for 30 to 40 years, so it takes a 
long time, but education is the only really 
secure and reliable way to help a 
generation. There are no quick fixes, or 
hard and fast rules. Sadly some people can 
be so negative about today’s youth but 
luckily the Scottish government are 
starting to realise what a massive role 
music can play.”

Not only does Nicola see music 
benefitting communities and helping 
children’s self-esteem, communication 
and focus, but she has a vision of a nation of 
top-class musicians.

She said: “If done properly, the benefits 
are endless but the most important thing is 
something that is not really fulfilled in 
Britain as a whole, which is the 
achievement and pursuit of excellence.

“Often there is a social system in place 
which has support and everyone enjoys it 
but the ambition of playing really well is 
lost and I hope El Sistema Scotland gets 
this right – that it’s not just kids from 
difficult backgrounds benefitting from a 
social system that has music in it, but that 
they are really giving these kids the 
chance to fulfil their potential of  
becoming great musicians. 

“I really hope in Scotland we have the 
mentality to see that through, so often it is 
the last hurdle we stop at.”

When Nicola won the Young Musician 
Of The Year, she was backed by the BBC’s 
Scottish Symphony Orchestra and she 
will be reunited with them again as part 
of their 75th Anniversary concert, held 
at Glasgow’s City Halls on Thursday. 

The event will also be broadcast live 
on BBC2 Scotland, BBC Radio 3 and is 
the feature of a BBC2 documentary 
aired tonight which charts the 
orchestra’s history. 

Nicola said: “Going on stage in front 
of an audience in Scotland is like 
nowhere else in the world but this will 
be a really special concert – it’s my first 
time playing Beethoven’s Violin 
Concerto in Scotland. I used to always 
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While some of today’s young 
girls may have aspirations 
of becoming “famous”, you 
can’t help but wish their 
role models included 
violinist Nicola Benedetti. 

The musician has a passion for honing 

her talent, hard graft, dedication, 

educating and helping others – and not one 

of falling out of nightclubs and grabbing 15 

minutes of fame. Surprising enough in 

itself, then you remember she is only 23.

Nicola has a list of accolades behind her 

since winning Young Musician Of The Year 

in 2004 aged 16. A recent Doctorate Of 

Letters from Edinburgh’s Heriot Watt 

University for outstanding contribution to 

music joins a similar honour from Glasgow 

Caledonian University and an honorary 

Doctor Of Laws from Dundee University.

Naturally very pretty, there’s nothing 

false or diva-ish about Nicola as she 

struggles with a suitcase and her £2million 

Stradavarius violin, which is on loan from 

an American bank
She’s already discarded her high heels 

for comfy boots, has a souvenir teddy in 

her bag from her graduation and can’t 

understand the desire to become a 

“celebrity”. 
Nicola said: “It seems acceptable for 

someone to go on TV and say, ‘my ambition 

is to have everyone say my name, recognise 

my face and have my photos taken’. Could 

there be a more empty ambition? 

“Unfortunately there is a lack of 

distinction between people who are well 

known for being great actresses, musicians, 

pop singers and artists and the people who 

are just famous because it’s what they 

pursue. 
“The sooner children realise the 

satisfaction of achieving something that is 

an actual craft and has required hard work 

and focus, the sooner they will realise how 

much happier you can be with something 

you can hold on to for the rest of your life.

“I’m not saying there’s a massive problem 

with young people we need to fix, but you 

want to start expecting the best of them.”

Brought up in West Kilbride, Ayrshire, by 

her Italian father, wealthy businessman 

Gio and mother Francesca, her big sister 

Stephanie is also a successful violinist.

Nicola now lives in London but she cares 

enough about Scotland’s future and music 

to put her weight behind an education 

project in Stirling’s Raploch area called 

El Sistema, based on a successful, 

long-running Venezuelan model.

She said: “El Sistema and Big Noise 


