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although he wouldn’t admit that now. My mum really encouraged us and made sure we understood and valued our chance to be able to play.”
Although she is not committing to any formal plans for settling down, if Nicola was a parent, she would hope to have her mother’s intuition when it comes to encouraging her children on their own path, whether musical or not.She said: “I would try to be as sensitive as I could to what I saw in that little person. My mum could tell with both my sister and I. You just hope that when that time comes you’ll have that intuition to see.”Looking at her parent’s background it’s not difficult to see where her work ethic comes from. Dad Gio left school at 15 and became a multi-millionaire and Nicola appreciates her family’s work ethic for getting things done. She said: “I can call them with anything and they’ll get it done. I’ve worked with so many different people and I now realise how rare that is. I definitely got that quality from them. If I decide I want a certain result, I’ll do whatever it takes to get there. My dad has always worked and my mum has more common sense than anyone I’ve ever come across. I’ve got that focus.”Nicola has a £1m recording contract with Deutsche Grammophon promising six albums and she has just released her fifth, a recording of two concertos by Tchaikovsky and Bruch. Next year she will release another CD of more performances all around Europe and the States. And as she gets ready to leave with her trusty £2m violin, she said: “I can’t begin to imagine the hassle of travelling around the world with some instruments. I picked a good one, although the flute might have been even easier.”■ Tonight: Happy Birthday BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra, BBC2 Scotland, 10pm. Thursday: BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra 75th Birthday Concert, City Halls, Glasgow.
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as she is. She said: “It makes a big difference 

having someone able to sympathise and 

relate to the life of nerves, performing, 

adrenaline and travelling. Just the mental 

strain of the career. 
“I’m not a weak person. I couldn’t do this 

if I was but I am very sensitive and being 

with someone who didn’t understand that 

would be very difficult. 
“Often I am looking for someone to 

conflict my feelings, give reassurance, or 

guide me. Also, as a soloist you are alone a 

lot while the orchestra is together. It is very 

important to have people around you to tell 

you what you’re feeling is normal.”

A self-confessed perfectionist, Nicola’s 

sensitive and passionate nature is crucial 

for maintaining her connection to her 

audience.
She said: “Music is a message from you 

through the composer to the audience and 

you care about their reaction. A few 

instrumentalists have that kicked out of 

them but I haven’t. I’m very sensitive to 

what goes on in front of me. If you feel you 

haven’t done your best you put even more 

pressure on yourself. It is a very good thing 

to have but does make my life a bit harder.”

Although Nicola and her sister 

Stephanie are both successful violinists, 

their unmusical parents were surprised at 

the girls’ career choice. 
Nicola said: “My dad was like, ‘what is 

this screeching going on in the house?’ 
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