
in the Park, I’ve no idea why, for some 
reason we have only done Oxegen in 
Ireland. So it is really exciting for us, I  
can’t wait.”

With three albums, each with its own 
personality and sound, any Noah set list 
on tour is going to be a varied affair. 

Charlie said: “A friend of mine who 
came to a recent show said the old songs 
have been given a lift by the new songs 
and they thought the old songs sounded 
better than ever. And it’s true, the old ones 
have been given a new lease of life.”

Their name comes from a love of film. 
Noah And The Whale is a combination of 
one of their favourite movies, The Squid 
And The Whale, and the name of the 
film’s director, Noah Baumbach. 

Charlie and the band also made a  
well-crafted film around The First Days 
Of Spring, which starred a coquettish and 
doe-eyed Daisy Lowe. 

Film is something that Charlie wants to 
do more of and he has also just finished a 
documentary charting the making of Last 
Night On Earth.

Charlie revealed: “This is a very 
different project from The First Days Of 
Spring. I was trying to make as direct a 
record as possible. I would love to do more 
with films further down the line if I can.”

Even though the band seem to have 
sonically moved away from their folk 
counterparts, those same artists have 
also moved on and upwards. Mumford 
And Sons’ debut album Sigh No More and 
Laura Marling’s I Speak Because I Can 
were both Mercury nominated last year, 
although they lost out to The xx.

The Mercury Awards nominations are 
due on July 19, so do Noah feel like 
bridesmaids, never quite getting the prize?

Charlie said: “Not really. We are all 
doing quite different things now. 
I think as a writer you can only 
really control your own output. 
You can only make the best 
record you can and hope people 
like it.

“Just now the atmosphere in 
the band is the best it has ever  

        been. I am always going to invest a 
lion’s share of honesty into 
whatever I am writing.”

It will be interesting to see what 
waters Noah And The Whale decide 
to chart next and Charlie seems to 

be a man who always has a plan. 
He said: “I have already started 

tinkering around for the next album but 
right now I am trying to focus on playing 
the shows as best we can and making sure 
we deliver the best shows every night. 

“It is a good and exciting place to be, to 
have made an album like that. It frees us 
up for the next record. There is so much 
space to go into now.” 

The world, it seems, is Noah And The 
Whale’s oyster.

WHALE OF A TIME… Charlie and 
the band do their stuff on stage
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I like the idea 
of people 

thinking they 
put on the 

wrong album


